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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


School  Medical  Department, 

Gillingham,  Kent. 
17th  February,  1927. 

To  the  Chainnan  and.  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1926. 

In  last  year’s  Report  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
urgent  necessity  of  more  commodious  premises  for  a 
School  Clinic.  As  a temporary  arrangement  one  of  the 
Wards  of  the  demolished  Isolation  Hospital  has  been 
re-erected  on  the  ground  available  behind  the  Public 
Health  and  Education  Departments’  offices.  It  contains 
a waiting  room,  a consulting  and  a dressing  room.  Con- 
ditions have  thereby  been  greatly  improved  and  are  much 
appreciated  by  both  patients  and  staff. 

The  number  of  verminous  children  unfortunately^ 
shows  an  increase  (17.3  per  cent,  of  average  attendance 
against  16.3  in  1925),  but  the  percentage,  verminous 
enough  to  warrant  exclusion,  fell  from  7.1  to  5.8  per  cent. 
Further  and  continuous  efforts  are  therefore  necessary  to- 
reduce  and  finally  eradicate  this  evil. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  discover  physically 
defective  children  unfit  to  attend  the  ordinary  school. 
Nine  of  these  are  now  in  special  schools.  This  special 
education  is  expensive,  but  as  a rule  it  produces  citizens 
capable  of  earning  their  living  and  is  therefore  an; 
economy  in  the  long  run. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  your  Secretary,  Mr.  Johns  for 
his  co-operation  and  to  all  the  members  of  the  Staff  for 
their  hard  work  and  continued  assistance. 

The  Statistical  Tables  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
given  at  the  end  of  the  Report,  have  been  compiled  as 
usual  by  Mr.  Francis,  Chief  Clerk,  from  his  many  records 
carefully  kept  day  by  day  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  Muir, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  OF  THE  SCHOOL 
MEDICAL  SERVICE  DURING  1926. 


No.  on  Roll  at  31st  December,  192^  7>579 

Average  Attendance  during  192^  6,827 

No.  of  Routine  ” cases  examined 2,307 

Total  No.  of  Medical  Examinations 4i476’ 

Percentage  of  Children  found  at  Routine 
Examination  to  require  treatment  (exclud- 
ing Dental  Defects  and  Uncleanliness)  ...  16% 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools  by  Nurses 329 

No.  of  Visits  to  Homes  by  Nurses 2,665 

No.  of  Attendances  at  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  ...  5i342 

No.  of  Children  examined  by  School  Dentist  ...  2,365 

No.  of  Children  treated  by  School  Dentist  ...  74^ 

No.  of  individual  Children  excluded  for  Vermin- 
ous Conditions  401 

Percentage  of  Average  Attendance  excluded 

for  Verminous  Conditions 5.S 

Percentage  of  Average  Attendance  found  Ver- 
minous   17.3, 

Gross  cost  of  Elementary  Education,  year 

ending  31st  March,  1926  ;^67,338“ 

Cost  of  School  Medical  Department  for  year 

ending  March  31st,  1926  ;^i,448 

Net  cost  to  Ratepayers  (a  rate  of  approximately 

fd.  in  ;^) ;^724 


6 


1.  STAFF. 

See  page  3. 

2.  CO-ORDINATION  WITH  OTHER  HEALTH 
SERVICES. 

See  Annual  Report  for  1925. 

3.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

As  in  previous  years  continuous  attention  was  paid  to 
the  cleanliness  of  Sanitary  Conveniences,  238  visits  being 
paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  It  is  obviously  almost 
useless  to  teach  children  the  principles  of  hygiene  unless 
they  see  these  principles  actually  put  into  practice  at 
school.  This,  unfortunately,  is  not  invariably  done  in  the 
area ; the  washing  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  inside 
some  of  the  schools  does  not  reach  by  any  means  a high 
standard  of  cleanliness,  quite  apart  from  the  question  of 
some  of  it  being  out-of-date  from  a hygienic  standpoint. 
The  influence  of  precept  on  a young  child  is  very  little, 
that  of  example  immeasurable.  “ Dusmo,”  a proprietary 
impregnated  sawdust  is  nowi  used  throughout  all  the 
schools  for  the  cleaning  of  floors.  Since  its  introduction 
the  floors  have  had  a much  cleaner  appearance  although 
neither  soap  nor  water  have  been  applied.  “ Dusmo  ” 
also  reduces  the  quantity  of  dust  on  shelves,  cupboards, 
etc. 

The  , Wesleyan  Schools,  condemned  by  the  Board, 
were  purchased  from  the  Trustees  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Alterations  and 
improvements  of  buildings  and  the  provision  of  additional 
play-ground  accommodation  are  now  (February,  1927) 
under  consideration. 

4.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Three  age  groups  were  inspected,  viz.  : — 

Entrants — as  soon  after  admission  as  possible. 
Intermediates — 8 to  9 years. 

Leavers — 12  years  and  upwards. 

The  total  number  of  Routine  Medical  Inspections  was 
2,307,  or  33  per  cent,  of  the  average  attendance.  In 
addition,  there  were  920  re-inspections  and  1,249  special 
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inspections,  giving  a total  of  4,476  medical  inspections, 
compared  with  3,804  in  the  previous  year. 


Parents  are  invariably  notified  of  the  Routine 
Inspections,  and,  as  shown  in  the  following  Table, 
attended  in  large  numbers,  the  percentage  at  examinations 


of  entrants  being  approximately  90. 

Parents 

Percentage 

Group 

No.  Exam. 

Present 

1926 

1925 

i 

Boys  1 

1 

555 

499 

89.9 

88.3 

Entrants  | 

Girls  J 

1074 

51Q 

469 

90.3 

90.7 

r 

Boys  ] 

1 

254 

195 

76.7 

70.8 

Intermediates  -< 

Girls  J 

513 

25Q 

iq6 

75.6 

78.2 

Leavers  | 

Boys  j 

^ 720 

363 

159 

43-8 

45.9 

Girls  ) 

357 

227 

63.6 

61. S 

5.  FINDINGS  OF  ROUTINE  MEDICAL 
INSPECTIONS. 


Number  examined  ... 
Number  requiring 
treatment  (Unclean- 
liness and  Dental 
Defects  excluded) 
Number  Requiring 
Observation 


2307 


357  (I6^)  I 2^%  compared  with 
224  (10%)  j ^3%  1925* 


It  will  be  noted  that  16%  of  all  children  examined 
at  Routine  Inspections  required  treatment,  exactly  the 
same  percentage  as  in  the  previous  year. 


(a)  Uncleanliness. 

As  in  former  years  a strict  standard  was  adopted,  as 
if  only  one  nit  was  present  the  child  was  classified  as 
verminous.  Children  with  fleas  upon  them  or  flea-bitten 
are  not  included  in  the  subjoined  figures. 

Routine  Examination 

cases  found  ver-  Year.  Year, 

minous i38  = 5-9%-  I925>  5-6%.  1924^  7%' 

The  surprise  cleansing  surveys  by  the  School  Nurses 
were  continued  as  heretofore,  each  School  Defartment 
being  visited,  on  an  average,  six  times  during  the  school 
year. 
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As  a result  of  20,575  examinations,  1,186  individual 


children  were  found  unclean. 

1926. 

1925. 

1924. 

Percentage  of  Average  Attend- 

ance found  verminous 

17-3 

16.3 

13-4 

Percentage  of  Average  Attend- 

dance  found  verminous  and 

requiring  to  be  excluded  ... 

5.8 

7.1 

4.6 

It  is  unsatisfactory  to  have 

to  report  this 

further 

increase  in  the  total  percentage  of  children  found 
verminous,  but  it  is  largely  explained  by  the  increase 
found  in  the  Church  of  England  National  Schools  and 
St.  Mark’s  Boys’.  The  Nurses  further  state  that  many 
of  the  children  who  came  into  the  district  from  Rosyth 
during  the  year  were  verminous. 

The  degree  of  uncleanliness  was  not  so  bad  as  in 
1925,  the  percentage  requiring  to  be  excluded  being  5.8 
as  against  7. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  on  many  occasions  there  are 
certain  children  in  every  school  who  are  invariably  vermin- 
ous due  to  the  indolence  or  carelessness  of  their  mothers. 

Excluding  mixed  Schools, 

In  Boys’  Schools,  90%  were  found  clean. 

,,  Infants’  ,,  86%  ,, 

j j Girls  , , 7 ^ % ) » > > )i 

Amongst  the  Boys’  Schools  Napier  Road  had  the 
highest  percentage  of  cleanliness  (97%),  followed  closely 
by  Byron  Road  and  Barnsole  Road  Boys  (96%),  and 
Richmond  Road  and  Wesleyan  (95%).  The  Girls’ 
Schools,  as  one  would  expect,  were  less  satisfactory. 
Barnsole  Road  had  91%  clean,  Napier  Road,  88%,  and 
Byron  Road,  86%.  Barnsole  Road  Infants’  had  94% 
clean,  Byron  Road  92%,  and  Napier  Road  87%.  The 
figures  for  the  remaining  schools  are  shewn  in  the  sub- 
joined Table. 


^ a 

ft*. 

0 0 

*0  p! 
2 

Percentage  of 

a 8 

pH 

S a> 

■g  2 

a ig 

Children  Excluded. 

COUNCIL  SCHOOLS 

^0 

® rSH 

AhO 

1926 

1925 

1924 

Byron  Road  . . . 

...  Boys 

372 

14 

3.7 

4 

1.1 

].3 

1.0 

...  Girls 

325 

45 

13.8 

12 

3.7 

5.0 

1.7 

. . . Infants 

294 

23 

7.8 

5 

1.7 

.7 

.8 

Barnsole  Road 

Boys 

392 

15 

3.8 

3 

.7 

1.2 

1.5 

Girls 

413 

36 

8.7 

9 

2.1 

2.9 

2.3 

...  Infants 

358 

22 

6.1 

4 

1.1 

1.2 

1.7 

Richmond  Road 

Boys 

459 

20 

4.3 

4 

.8 

2.9 

3.4 

>•  » 

Girls 

466 

130 

27.8 

68 

14.6 

15.3 

9.6 

Napier  Road 

” 

. . . Infants 

523 

87 

16.6 

37 

7.0 

12.2 

4.6 

...  Boys 

399 

9 

2.2 

3 

.7 

2.0 

1.3 

Girls 

395 

46 

11.6 

14 

3.5 

4.1 

3.1 

...  Infants 

374 

47 

12.5 

12 

3.2 

2.0 

1.1 

Hempstead  School,  Boys  and 

Brompton 

Girls  (mixed) 

. . . Infants 

•1051 
41  J 

- 35 

23.9 

12 

8.2 

4.6 

2.3 

...  Infants 

103 

18 

17.4 

2 

1.9 

10.8 

1.8 

NON-PROVIDED  SCHOOLS. 

Gillingham  Church  of  England 

Boys 

181 

41 

22.6 

14 

7.7 

5.3 

4.5 

)>  M 

Girls 

163 

80 

49.0 

20 

12.2 

7.4 

12.5 

. . . Infants 

171 

54 

31.5 

7 

4.1 

2.1 

9.8 

Holy  Trinity 

S.  Aloysius,  R.C. 

Boys 

111 

20 

18.0 

4 

3.6 

4.6 

1.7 

Girls 

109 

51 

46.7 

23 

21.1 

36.2 

17.9 

, . . . Girls 

. . . Infants 

861 

42] 

66 

51.5 

35 

27.3 

34.6 

22.6 

St.  Mark’s  Church  . . . Boys 

270 

57 

21.1 

13 

4.8 

1.0 

3.3 

» 

Girls 

179 

65 

36.3 

20 

11.2 

16.2 

15.0 

. . . Infants 

184 

31 

16.8 

6 

3.2 

1.1 

4.2 

St.  Mary’s  R.C.  Boys  and  Girls 

(mixed) 

. . . Infants 

1001 
79  / 

32 

17.8 

10 

5.6 

7.2 

6.7 

Wesleyan 

Boys 

466 

21 

4.5 

3 

.6 

2.1 

.2 

....  Girls 

235 

89 

37.8 

43 

18.3 

20.8 

7.3 

„ 

. . . Infants 

184 

32 

17.4 

14 

7.6 

7.7 

3.7 

Total 

7579  1186 

15.6(a)  401 

5.3(5) 

6.4 

4.2 

(a),  or  17.3  o/o  of  average  attendance.  (b),  or  5.8  o/o  of  average  attendance. 

One  parent  was  prosecuted  under  the  School  Attendance 
Bye-Laws,  a fine  of  £i  being  imposed. 

Prosecution  is  instituted  only  as  a last  resort  when 
parents  have  proved  themselves  adamant  to  all  other 
methods  of  persuasion. 

(b)  Malnutrition. 

Total  number  of  cases  was  33  or  1.4%  of  the  Routine 
Examinations,  compared  with  .9%  and  .6%  in  the  two 
previous  years. 
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(c)  Nose  and  Throat  Diseases. 

91  children  or  3.9%  of  the  Routine  cases  (3.7%  in 
1925)  required  treatment,  and  96  or  4.1%  were  noted  for 
further  observation.  The  percentage  referred  for  treat- 
ment is  small  when  compared  with  that  reported  from 
certain  other  districts,  but  an  additional  138  specials  were 
recommended  treatment. 

(d)  Tuberculosis. 

.26%  of  Routine  Examinations  suffered  from  tuber- 
culosis of  the  lungs,  and  .2%  from  other  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis, a total  of  .46%  compared  with  .34%  in  the 
previous  year.  In  addition  there  were  five  suspected 
cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs. 

(e)  Skin  Diseases. 

Only  13  cases  or  .5%  were  found  at  Routine 
Examinations.  This  figure  is  no  indication  of  the 
amount  of  impetigo,  etc.,  amongst  the  school  population. 
The  majority  of  cases  are  detected  at  other  times  by  the 
Teachers  or  School  Nurses  and  referred  to  the  Clinic. 
There  were  160  of  these  during  the  year. 

(f)  Vision. 

All  children  with  a visual  acuity  of  ®/i2  or  less  in 
either  eye  are  referred  for  treatment.  100  children  or 
8.1%  of  intermediates  and  leavers  were  referred  to  the 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  compared  with  7.4%  in  1925.  In 
addition  there  were  10  cases  of  squint. 

Amongst  the  105  children  who  obtained  or  received 
spectacles  under  the  Education  Committee’s  scheme 
during  the  year  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  reported  the 


following  defects:  — 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  ...  37 

Myopic  Astigmatism  27 

Mixed  Astigmatism  4 

Astigmatism  12 

Hypermetropia  13 

Myopia  1 1 

No  record  i 

Total  105 


II 


(g)  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. 

23  cases  or  .9%  were  discovered  at  Routine  Examina- 
tions and  noted  for  treatment.  Half  of  these  children 
were  suffering  from  running  ears. 

(h)  Dental  Defects. 

7.5%  of  the  intermediates  and  leavers  were  referred 
for  treatment  by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 

Of  2,365  Routine  Examinations  by  the  School 
Dentist,  9%  were  referred. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  degree  of  dental 
cases  found  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  amongst  inter- 
mediates and  leavers  : — 


No  defects 

— 4 teeth 
carious 

4 or  4-4 
teeth  carious 

Boys — 

Intermediates  . . . 

37 

152 

65 

Leavers  

94 

232 

37 

Girls — 

Intermediates  . . . 

42 

149 

68 

Leavers  

128 

208 

21 

301 

741 

191 

24  p.c. 

60  p.c. 

15.4  p.c. 

It  will  be  noted  that  24%  had 

a sound 

set  of  teeth,. 

but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  more  complete  examination 
by  a dentist  with  mirror  would  reduce  this  figure. 


(i)  Heart  Disease. 

17  cases  of  organic  heart  disease  or  .7%  were  found 
at  Routine  Examination. 


(j)  Bronchitis. 

Non-tuberculous  diseases  of  lungs  j ^found^  ^ ^ 

The  following  Table  gives  a comparison  of  the 
incidence  of  defects  requiring  treatment  per  i,00Q 
children  examined  during  Routine  Medical  Inspection  in 
Gillingham  during  1926,  with  the  incidence  rate  per  i,ooa 
children  examined  in  London  and  in  24  respective  areas 


of  England  and  Wales  in  1924,  as  given  by  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Education:  — 


Defect 


Incidence  rate  Incidence  rate 

per  looochildi'en  per  looo  children 
inspected  in  inspected  in 
Gillingham  of  Dondon  and  in 
defects  requiring  24  representative 
treatment  (1926)  areas  (1924) 


Malnutrition  

14 

6 

Skin  Disease  

5 

13 

Defective  Vision  

43 

62 

Squint  

4 

9 

Nose  and  Throat  Diseases 

39 

51 

Heart  Disease  (Organic) 

.8 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  

.8 

•4 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

I 

I 

Lung  Diseases  (non-tubercular) 

8 

12 

6.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  incidence  amongst 

school 

children 

was  as 

follows  : — 

1926. 

1925. 

1924. 

N ottfiable. 

Scarlet  Fever 

65 

40 

57 

Diphtheria  

71 

1 1 

10 

N on-notifiable. 

Measles  

693 

191 

366 

Whooping  Cough 

29 

152 

40 

Chicken-Pox 

324 

274 

115 

Mumps  

641 

44 

1 1 

The  figures  for  diphtheria,  measles  and  mumps  are 
high,  but  there  were  few  cases  of  whooping  cough. 

The  figures  for  non-notihable  cases  are  not  a complete 
record  as  a proportion  are  not  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Department  by  parents  or  teachers.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  incidence  according  to  schools,  but 
here  again  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  figures  are  not  strictly 
comparable,  as  much  depends  upon  the  zeal  shown  by 
Head  Teachers  in  making  returns. 


13 


CO  CO  O (^J  00  CO  CO  r-H  ,-H  (M 

COi— I r_|?— Ii— ICO  G^Jl— li— I5<l 


bO 

.S 

p,  bc 
O bS 
o o 


§1 
CO  ^ 


S9SB0 

OOt^OOCOOlOt^Ot^COCOt^  00 
—1  OS  CO 1— 1 OO  1— 1 I— 1 O (M 

i-H  CO  CO 

Kb 

oi  ^ j-i 

1— 1 1— 1 

CM 

CO  (M  CO 
rH  CM  Kb 

<35  O 05  CO 
Kb  rH  CM  1-1 

S}0B:^U0;3 

! 1^  1 M 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Mill 

1 

1 1 1 

Mil 

888BQ 

5^(M'30COIOt— lt^(^]COCOt-^  1-H 
CO  <M  (M  I— 1 Tti  00 

»o 

t-  00  CO  CV3  I-H 
CO 

CO 

00  O CVJ 
t—i  t>. 

t-O  rH 
CM 

s;oB^uo3 

00 

Man 

- 

1 1^2 

'— 1 CO  CM  Kb 

Sas-BQ 

.-<r-l--llO^  1 CM CO  (M  ,-1  CO  CO 
ICO  1 rjC  lO  S'! 

CO 

1 CO^  TfC  1 

CM 

CO  CM  t- 
<M 

--1  rH  rd^OO 

SPB^UOQ 

Illlllll^ll'"'" 

1 

1 I-"  1 1 

1 

1 1 1 

INI 

SaSBQ 

1 

2 

11 

4 

1 

!-•*  1 1 

i 

|co  1 

1 1 5^ 

SpB^UOQ 

I— 1 t— 1 1 CO  CO  b-  lO  t— 1 t— 1 00  1 

■—I  1 -cH  Gv]  1 

- 

«0  CC  ^ 1-1  j 

CO 

00  CO 

CO  CM  O Ttc 

SaSBQ 

— 1 rH  ^ 00  r-l  CO  (M  O CM 

O (M  I— 1 ^ O 

CM 

CM  iM  p-C  1 j 
Kb  1 1 

'cH 

CO  Tic  CO 

^ CM  rcH  -H 
CO 

SPB'JUOQ 

rH  (M  1 CM  tJH  rH  -etc  CO  lO  | j 

CO 

1 1 1 05  CO 

CM 

1 ^ 1 

^ CM  rH 

SaSBQ 

rHrH  |r^C0  jO-^j-jOgCOCM  j 

l>. 

1 

CO 

1 1- 

CX)  1 1 Kb 

SPB^UOQ 

i-H  r— 1 I— 1 ^ CM  ■<*  CM  tJC  CO  lO  j 

1 

1 1 j CM  CM 

1 

<20  00  CM 

MM 

SaSBQ 

MCMi-H  j j 00  W — 1 CO  G<l  CO  1 

CM 

1 1 I-"'" 

1 

og  CO 

1 M ! 

porauioooy 

COt’^CMCM,— IUOt^l>.t'.OOt^‘^^ 
cOCOCOtJCt^cOt^-.^IO'^-^CO'"' 

OS 

<05 

§S^2SS5S125?t-‘^<^oo‘^«oc30p-i 

It— I rHCOi— 11— li-H  T^^C0TH 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

(mixed) 

Infants 

Infants 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

Boys 

Girls 

Girls 

Infants 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

(mixed) 

Infants 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

o 

o : 

X 

u 

CO 

U 

2 O 

D « 

O « 

U 2 
w 


03 

03 

s 

. 

• ^ c3  I * 

.o 

• • nn  * 

• O 4 • • 

o « 

'TD 

X ^ 

s 

03 

S’ 

. .m  . 

u 

w ‘S 

• Q ^ 

Boys 

rt 

O 

’1 

CO  - 

a s 

= ' 

' 9 

lurch 

R.C. 

O 

"O 

o 

'V 

Ph 

Or 

“ '"rt  =!  i 

-2^  3 z B 

tD 

• = g.2 

tP 

" " CC 

b 

1 

= =1 
a 

'■  ■'J 

o 

p ::  S 

::  : 

D 

siM--- 

£ :=f 

^ "I* 

'I* 

H 

^ CC 

c3 

'rS  r 

c/1 

PQ 

!2 

W PQ  O 

m 

OQ 

$ 

14 


The  total  exclusions  were  2,330  compared  with  904 
in  the  previous  year. 

INFECTIOUS  CASES  IN  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Cases 

3 

Contacts 

2 

Total 

5 i 

Diphtheria  

3 

5 

8 0- 

School  Closure. 

No  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  epidemics. 

In  accordance  with  the  Code,  two  certificates  were 
issued  to  the  effect  that  the  attendance  was  below  an 
average  of  60%  per  week  due  to  epidemic  illness. 

(a)  Byron  Road  Infants'  School,  from  22nd  to  31st 

March,  had  an  average  attendance  of  55%,  due 
to  measles  and  mumps. 

(b)  Napier  Road  Infants’  School,  from  26th  May  to 

4th  June,  had  an  average  attendance  of  55%, 
due  to  measles. 

During  the  weeks  named  the  attendances  are 
excluded  in  calculating  the  average  attendance  for  the 
purpose  of  the  Board’s  grant. 

7.  FOLLOWING-UP  OF  CHILDREN  FOUND  TO 
BE  DEFECTIVE. 

This^  is  carried  on  by  the  two  School  Nurses  as  far  as 
home  visiting  is  concerned  and  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Clinic. 

The  Board  estimate  that  one  Nurse  is  necessary  for 
every  2,500-3,000  children  on  the  roll;  as  the  number  in 
Gillingham  is  7,500  the  two  nurses  have  difficulty  in  over- 
taking the  work. 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSES’  WORK. 


(i)  Examinations  of 
heads  and  bodies 

1926 

1925 

1924 

re  cleanliness  ... 

(2)  Notices  sent  re 
nits  (children  not 
excluded  from 

20575 

21282 

15661 

school)  

(3)  Notices  sent  re 
nits  and  vermin 
(children  excluded 

515 

626 

36a 

from  school) 

(4)  Total  visits  to 

560 

737 

434 

schools  

329 

418 

33S 

15 


(5)  Attendances  at 

1926 

^925 

1924 

routine  medical 

inspections 

116 

128 

127 

(6)  Attendances  at 

Clinics  

429 

425 

(7)  Visits  to  homes  re 

Defective  children  | 

[ 9;8  1 

r 1082 

Whooping  cough 

29 

152' 

Chicken-pox  ...  2665  " 

324  1743  ^ 

1 274 

Measles  

693  1 

191 

Mumps  

641 

44 

Details  of  children  examined  by  the  School  Nurses 

re  cleanliness  are  given  on  page  7. 


8.  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

The  following  were  the  attendances  at  the  Inspection 
Clinic.  Cases  requiring  treatment  were  referred  to 
hospital,  private  practitioners,  or  to  the  Treatment  Clinic  : 


ATTENDANCES  AT  INSPECTION  CLINIC. 

1926  1925 

Catarrh,  Sore  Throats,  Colds,  etc.  ...  117  100 

Vermin  of  Head  or  Body,  Nits,  etc.  ...  985  1652 

Ringworm  89  143 

Impetigo  102  84 

Scabies  8 14 

Eczema  5 2 

Defective  Vision,  “Sore  Eyes,”  etc.  ...  159  155 

Nose  and  Throat  Diseases  89  56 

Tubercular  and  Pretubercular  Conditions  84  107 

Chorea  37  16 

Epilepsy  10  14 

Ear  Disease  ii  " 13 

Heart  Disease  ...  6 6 

Convalescents  from  Infectious  Diseases...  508  316 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects  1173  794 


Total  ...  3383  3472 


There  were  fewer  attendances  for  uncleanliness, 
suggesting  that  parents  cleared  up  verminous  conditions 
more  rapidly  than  in  the  previous  year. 

(a)  Minor  Ailments. 

This  term  includes  minor  defects  of  skin  (impetigo, 
ringworm,  scabies),  inflammation  of  eyelids  and  eyes,  dis- 
charging ears,  cuts,  bruises,  chilblains,  sores,  and  the 
like.  304  children  made  a total  of  1,959  attendances  at 
the  Treatment  Clinic. 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  TREATMENT  CLINIC. 

Ringworm  

Otorrhoea  (discharging  ears)  ... 

Other  Ear  defects  (obstruction) 

Impetigo 
Eczema 
Scabies 
Alopecia 

External  Eye  Disease 
Other  Conditions 


Total  ., 


(b)  Skin  Diseases  Treated. 

Ringworm  of  Scalp 
Ringworm  of  Body 

Scabies  

Impetigo  


1026 

1925 

1924 

313 

407 

104 

58 

140 

174 

23 

25 

35 

767 

761 

359 

169 

108 

179 

5 

13 

15 

59 

23 

55 

215 

85 

— 

350 

292 

279 

1959 

1854 

1200 

No.  of  Cases 

1926 

1 1 
12 
6 
102 


1925 

25 

16 

9 

63 


Fewer  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  were  treated, 
but  many  more  of  impetigo.  Of  the  ii  cases  of  ring- 
worm of  the  scalp  7 were  treated  by  X-rays  at  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester. 


TREATMENT  OF  RINGWORM  OF  BODY  AND  SCALP. 

Under  treatment  31st  December,  1925  ...  i 

New  cases  treated  during  1926 24 

Cured  during  1926  19 

Under  treatment  at  31st  December,  1926  ...  6 

Hospital  recommendations  for  X-ray  treat- 
ment of  scalp  7 

IMPETIGO. 

102  children  made  767  attendances.  Acriflavine 
(i  in  1,000  in  Liq.  Paraffin)  has  been  used  with  good 
result.  Lint  soaked  in  the  solution  and  applied  to  the 
affected  parts  removes  scabs  and  crusts  rapidly  and 
exercises  an  antiseptic  action,  which  brings  about  healing 
more  quickly  than  ointments. 

(c)  Diseases  of  Throat  and  Nose. 

All  operations  under  the  Authority’s  scheme  are  per- 
formed at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester,  by  Mr. 
Woodforde.  84  children  were  treated  and  an  additional 
18  were  awaiting  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Operations  for  enlarged  tonsils 33  1 

Operations  for  adenoids  12/84 

Operations  for  tonsils  and  adenoids  ...  39  ) 

3 1 children  (not  included  in  above  figures)  were 
operated  on  privately  or  at  other  institutions. 
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During  the  year  a total  of  295  cases  required  treat- 
ment for  defect  of  the  throat  and  (or)  nose,  and  194 
obtained  it  or  were  awaiting  operation,  giving  a per- 
centage of  66.  i 

NOSE  AND  THROAT  DEFECTS. 

Brought  forward  from  last  year  

Referred  for  treatment  during  1926  


Received  operative  treatment 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ... 

Treatment  commenced  

Treatment  refused  

Absent  from  re- inspection  

Left  district  

Recommended  for  treatment  too  late  to  obtain  it 

during  1926  

Not  treated  


65 

229 

295 

61 

18 

16 

7 

I 


49 

28 


295 

(d)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  94%  of 
children  requiring  treatment  for  these  defects  were 
treated.  It  is  exceptional  to  find  parents  neglectful  of 
advice  given  relating  to  eyesight. 

The  majority  of  children  suffering  from  external  eye 
disease  are  treated  at  the-  Clinic,  but  severe  cases,  where 
there  is  danger  of  permanent  damage  to  the  eye,  are 
referred  to  the  Eye  Department  at  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. 

SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT. 

203  cases  (including  57  brought  forward  from  1925} 
were  referred  for  treatment  with  the  following  result:  — 

(a)  Received  Refraction  Examination  under 

Local  Authority’s  Scheme 119 

(b)  Received  Refraction  Examination  by  17^ 

Private  Practitioner  or  Hospital,  apart 
from  the  Authority’s  Scheme  52 

(c)  Found  with  Defective  Vision  or  Squint 

during  latter  part  of  1926,  and  unable 
to  obtain  treatment  by  end  of  year  ...  19 

(d)  Left  district  6 

(e)  Treatment  not  obtained  7 


Total 203 
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RESULT  OF  EXAMINATIONS  UNDER  LOCAL  AT 


-Glasses  prescribed  

Glasses  obtained  

Glasses  useless 

Still  receiving  Hospital  Treatment 
Attended  Hospital  for  External  Eye  Disease 


THORITY'S  SCHEME. 
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(e)  Dental  Defects. 

As  difficulty  is  experienced  in  persuading  parents  to 
have  dental  treatment  for  their  children,  the  following 
leaflet  is  distributed  by  the  Nurses  when  following  up. 
Of  cases  referred  by  the  School  Dentist,  only  33%  applied 
for  treatment. 

GILLINGHAM  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

School  Medical  Department. 

CARE  OF  THE  TEETH. 

Bad  Teeth  cause: 

Bad  Breath. 

Gumboils. 

Lumps  in  the  Neck. 

Loss  of  Appetite. 

Bad  Digestion. 

How  to  frevent  decay. 

1.  Brush  teeth  at  bed-time  and  in  the  morning. 
Do  not  eat  any  food  after  brushing  at  night  so  that  the 
mouth  may  be  clean  during  sleeping  hours. 

2.  Avoid  “ sweets,”  but  eat  hard  food  such  as 
toast,  rusks,  crusts,  hard  biscuits  and  apples. 

Decayed  Teeth. 

Watch  for  any  signs  of  decay;  do  not  wait  till  the 
tooth  aches  or  you  may  lose  it.  Have  it  attended  to  at 
once. 

Consult; — Your  own  Dentist  or  the  School  Dentist. 

Application  forms  for  dental  treatment  may  be 
obtained  at  the  School  Clinic,  6,  Gardiner  Street, 
Gillingham,  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  morn- 
ings at  9 a.m. 

W.  A.  Muir, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


I herewith  submit  the  Report  of  Mr.  Stevens,  L.D.S., 
School  Dentist. 

” I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual 
Report. 

” Owing  to  raising  the  age  for  inspection  I have 
inspected  more  children  than  usual.  I cannot  say 


T9 

that  I have  found  the  children’s  teeth  any  better,  but 
I think  they  appear  no  worse  than  usual. 

“ The  instructions  given  by  myself  at  inspec- 
tions and  at  the  Clinic  on  hygiene  of  the  mouth,  and 
also  the  work  done  in  this  way  by  the  Teachers,  have 
done  some  good,  I feel  sure.  Unfortunately  there  is 
still  a percentage  of  parents  who  will  not  obtain  a 
tooth-brush;  whilst  this  exists  it  must  always  be  to 
the  detriment  of  the  child. 

‘ ‘ I still  find  a difficulty  in  getting  parents  to 
understand  the  value  of  preservative  dentistry  by 
stoppings,  but  as  this  appears  to  be  the  trouble  in 
most  Clinics,  I can  only  record  it. 

“ I have  been  helped  in  my  work  by  the  use  of 
general  anaesthetics  or  gas  by  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer,  and  this  is  the  most  highly  valued 
part  of  my  Clinic.  It  is  natural  that  the  relief  of 
pain  by  extraction  should  be  uppermost  in  a person’s 
mind,  but  it  should  always  be  remembered  that 
School  Clinics  were  originally  established  for  the 
purpose  of  conserving  teeth,  not  extracting  them. 

“ Attendances  at  the  Clinic  have  been  as  good 
as  usual. 

“ The  children  have  received  considerable 
strengthening  of  mind  and  help  from  the  School 
Nurses  whilst  I have  operated,  and  thanks  are  due 
to  them  from  me.”  w.  S.  Stevens,  l.d.s. 

trp:atment  at  st.  Bartholomew’s  hospital,  Rochester. 
The  Education  Committee  for  many  years  has  made 
arrangements  with  the  Hospital  Trustees  for  the  operative 
treatment  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  the  X-ray  treatment 
of  ringworm  of  the  scalp,  and  for  eye  defects. 

As  in  previous  years  patients  have  been  charged  small 
amounts  for  treatment  where  their  income  was  above  the 
scale  for  free  treatment  approved  by  the  Education  Com- 
mittee. 

number  of  hospital  letters  issued. 

1926  1925 

(a)  Operations  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids, 

1/4/6  per  case 102  66 

(b)  Refraction  for  Defective  Vision  and 

External  Eye  Disease,  i i/-  per  case  128  109 

(c)  X-ray  Treatment  of  Ringworm  of  Scalp, 

;^i/i/-  per  case 7 15 


237  190 
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X-ray  Treatment  of  Ringworm 
Operations  for  Throat  and  Nose 

Defects  

Eye  Examinations  

Provision  of  Spectacles  

Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments, 

etc 

Dental  Treatment  


Nett  co.st  to 

Parents 

CoiH7iiittee 

payments 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

5 

12 

0 

I 

15 

0 

104 

12 

0 

20 

7 

Q 

56 

3 

6 

14 

4 

0 

3 

17 

6 

20 

6 

. 6 

I 

6 

0 

25 

9 

3 

£170 

5 

0 

00 

7 

9 

(f)  Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedics. 

Up  to  the  present  there  is  no  local  scheme  for  the 
treatment  of  cripples.  A number  of  patients  are  treated 
at  the  London  Hospitals  and  others  at  St.  Bartholomew’s, 
Rochester.  The  term  “ cripple  ” excludes  children  with 
active  tuberculous  disease  but  includes  those  paralysed, 
deformed  or  suffering  from  severe  heart  disease.  The 
total  known  cases  in  the  Borough  number  59  giving  an 
incidence  rate  of  8.6  per  1,000  of  the  average  attendance. 
The  majority  are  cases  of  infantile  paralysis.  Details  of 
the  59  cases  are  as  follows  : — 


CRIPPLES  ATTENDING  PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS. 

Organic  Heart  Disease  (severe)  ... 

Club  Foot  

Spinal  Curvature  

Infantile  Paralysis 

Spinal  Curvature  and  Rickets 

Paresis  of  Lower  Limbs 

Pseudo-Coxalgia  

Ankylosis  of  Joints  

T.B.  Spine  

T.B.  Hip  

T.B.  Shoulder  

Talipes  

Congential  Deformity,  right  hand 

Deformed  Arm  

Crippled  (Traumatic)  


Boys 

5 

1 

2 

6 
I 

I 

1 

2 

I 

3 

I 

I 


Girls 

2 

2 

S 

I 


I 


I 
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CRIPPLES  NOT  ATTENDING  SCHOOL. 

Boys  Girls 


Organic  Heart  Disease  (severe)  ...  i 3 

Paralysis  2 4 

Paresis  of  Lower  Limbs  i 

Spinal  Curvature 2 2 

Tubercular  Hip  Joint i 


5 II  16 

Total  ...  56 

ATTENDING  CERTIFIED  RESIDENTIAL 
CRIPPLE  SCHOOLS. 

Infantile  Paralysis  2 

RESIDENT  IN  CONVALESCENT  HOME. 

Infantile  Paralysis  I 


9.  OPEN-AIR  EDUCATION. 


(a)  Play-ground  classes  are  held 

when  weather  permits. 

(b)  School  journeys. 

(c)  School  camps. 

(d)  Open-air  class  rooms. 

(e)  Day  open-air  schools. 

(f)  Residential  open-air  schools. 


at  a few  of  the  schools 


There  are  no  local 
arrangements. 


10.  PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

See  1923  Report. 


11.  PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

As  in  previous  years  a contract  was  entered  into  with 
the  Co-operative  Society  for  the  provision  of  free  dinners 
during  the  winter  months  to  children  whose  parents* 
incomes  were  below  a scale  approved  by  the  Education 
Committee. 

The  following  details  were  supplied  by  the  Education 


Secretary : — 

Total  (1Q25  26)  Total  (tgai 

No.  of  School  Days 

94 

95 

No.  of  individual  parents 

who 

received  tickets 

57 

63 

No.  of  children  fed 

118 

132 

No.  of  meals  supplied 

6462 

8170 

Average  daily  attendance 

68 

86 

Total  Gross  Expenditure  ... 

£20^ 

;^236 

12.  SCHOOL  BATHS. 

For  a healthy  person  swimming  is  one  of  the  best 
forms  of  exercise  as  almost  every  muscle  of  the  body  is 
brought  into  play. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Jones,  the  Swimming  Instructor,  made 
the  following  report  to  the  Education  Committee:  — 

“ Water  practice  was  held  during  June  and  July 
and  two  weeks  in  September,  the  number  of  scholars 
attending  each  week  being  about  820.” 


(a)  Taught  to  swim  453 

(b)  Qualified  for  Certificates  (able  to  swim 

at  least  50  yds.)  312 

(c)  Certificates  awarded  in  previous  years 

now  endorsed  with  greater  distances  119 

(d)  Life-saving — 

Royal  Life-saving  Society’s  Pro- 
ficiency Certificates  1 1 

Bronze  Medallions 6 


13,  14,  15.  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS, 
TEACHERS  & SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS. 

Obviously  the  best  results  from  the  work  of  the 
School  Medical  Department  will  not  accrue  unless  the 
co-operation  of  all  concerned  is  available.  This  is  very 
apparent  in  relation  to  the  degree  of  uncleanliness  apper- 
taining in  schools;  where  the  Head  Teacher  heartily 
supports  the  School  Nurses  at  their  “ cleansing  surveys  ” 
verminous  conditions  are  soon  remedied.  With  few 
exceptions  this  support  is  given.  The  Attendance  Officers 
have  continued  to  assist  in  innumerable  ways  and  their 
help  has  been  most  valuable. 

16.  CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  Education  Committee  has  an  arrangement  with 
the  N.S.P.C.C.,  whereby  the  Committee  pays  10/6  for 
each  case  referred  to  the  National  Society. 

No  cases  were  referred  during  the  year. 

17.  BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC 

CHILDREN. 

Each  Autumn  a questionnaire  is  sent  to  every  Head 
Teacher  asking  for  information  relating  to  physically  and 
mentally  defective  children  in  the  school.  Knowledge  of 
these  cases  comes  also  to  the  Department  through  School 
Nurses,  Health  Visitors,  Attendance  Officers,  Parents, 
Voluntary  Societies,  etc. 
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EPILEPTICS. 

Severe  cases  known  in  area 4 v j- 

Epilepsy  (not  severe)  1 1 ^ 

This  gives  a figure  of  1.9  per  1,000  children  on 
register.  The  Board’s  estimated  figure  for  any  given 
area  is  .6  per  1,000.  Some  of  the  cases  classified  as  “ not 
severe  ” are  children  who  have  fairly  severe  attacks  but  at 
lengthy  intervals  so  that  it  is  not  considered  necessary 
to  exclude  them  permanently  from  the  ordinary 
elementary  schools.  Two  children  are  at  “no  school  or 
institution,’’  and  two  are  at  residential  certified  schools 
for  epileptics. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

The  numbers  of  mentally  defective  children  of  all 
grades,  ascertained  as  at  31st  December,  1926,  are:  — 


Feeble  minded  50 

Imbeciles  13 

Idiots  2 

Total  ...  65 


Of  the  65,  boys  number  29  and  girls  36.  The  aver- 
age number  of  children  on  the  rolls  being  6,827,  the  per- 
centage of  mentally  defective  children  of  all  grades  is  .95 
compared  with  the  Board’s  estimated  figures  of  .86  for 
England  and  Wales. 

It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  scheme  for  ascer- 
tainment of  mental  defectives  in  the  area  is  reliable. 

With  the  exception  of  three  children  in  special  schools 
no  special  provision  has  been  made  by  the  Education 
Committee  for  the  training  of  educable  mentally  defecdve 
children.  The  majority  are  in  attendance  at  the  ordinary 
elementary  schools. 

SUPERVISION. 

The  Committee  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Kent 
Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  whereby  the 
home  supervision  of  feeble-minded  children  is  carried  on 
by  the  Association.  As  in  actual  practice  the  names  of 
all  such  children  are  forwarded  to  the  Association  there 
is  no  gap  after  the  age  of  14,  when  supervision  is  absent. 
The  Association  also  visits  cases  notified  to  the  Kent 
County  Council,  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act,  1913,  so  that  a considerable  degree  of 
co-ordination  exists  amongst  the  various  authorities 
dealing  with  mentally  defective  children. 

The  Annual  Subscription  (i^5)  given  to  the  Voluntary 
Association  by  the  Education  Committee  is  to  be  raised 
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to  £20  from  April  ist,  1927,  after  which  the  Association 
will  develop  its  work  as  described  in  the  following  Report 
from  Miss  Mackenzie-Grieve. 

REPORT  ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE  KENT  VOLUNTARY 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  MENTAL  WELFARE  DURING  THE 
YEAR,  1026. 

Number  of  Cases  and  Disposal.  During  the  year  the 
Association  has  been  in  touch  with  26  of  the  Education 
Committee’s  cases.  The  total  includes  the  7 children 
whose  names  were  forwarded  to  the  Committee  as 
Ascertainment  cases;  one  of  these  proved  to  be  uncertih- 
able  and  his  name  has  been  removed  from  the  regular 
supervision  list  (but  owing  to  the  special  circumstances  of 
the  case  the  Association  continues  to  keep  in  touch). 

Seven  children  have  been  notified  to  the  Local 
Authority  and  placed  under  statutory  supervision.  One 
child  has  since  gone  to  a certified  institution. 

There  remain  19  cases  under  supervision  of  which 
three  are  over  the  age  of  16. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  two  children  in 
attendance  at  Residential  Special  Schools. 

Visiting  and  Reporting.  Between  30  and  40  visits 
were  paid  to  the  Committee’s  cases  by  the  Staff  of  the 
Association  and,  approximately,  between  20  and  30  by  the 
local  voluntary  visitors.  Reports  were  forwarded  in  letter 
form  in  cases  where  action  appeared  desirable. 

After  Care,  etc.  Two  young  defectives  reached  the 
age  of  16  during  the  year  and  their  names  were  reported 
by  the  Education  Committee  to  the  County  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee  for  “ Friendly  Supervision.”  The 
Association  continues  to  keep  in  touch  with  these  cases 
(in  addition  to  one  so  recommended  in  the  previous  year) 
and  regular  reports  are  submitted  to  the  County  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee. 

A vacancy  in  an  Approved  Home  was  found  for  one 
child  who  was  leaving  the  elementary  school  and  who 
appeared  to  need  further  training,  but  the  mother  refused 
to  allow  her  to  leave  Gillingham. 

0 ccupation  Centre.  Of  the  seven  children  placed 
under  statutory  supervision  during  the  year  four  are  in 
attendance  at  the  Occupation  Centre.  ’ In  addition  one 
child  who  is  under  seven  years  of  age  is  attending  the 
Centre  and  is  under  observation  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee. There  are  1 1 children  on  the  register,  and  with 
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few  exceptions  they  have  made  very  considerable  progress 
and  have  also  improved  in  health. 

Scheme  of  Work.  Under  the  scheme  which  comes 
into  operation  on  April  ist  the  Association  expects  to 
develop  its  work  in  Gillingham.  A local  Case  Committee 
is  being  formed  for  the  area,  and  it  is  hoped  in  this  way 
to  co-ordinate  the  various  forms  of  assistance  which  may 
be  available  for  the  benefit  of  the  defectives  and  their 
families.  The  visiting  will  be  systematised  and  special 
attention  will  be  given  to  children  between  the  age  of  14 
and  16  and  to  all  who  are  not  in  school.  Cases  which  are 
too  low  grade  for  the  vacancies  obtainable  in  Special 
Schools  and  which  cannot  be  kept  in  the  ordinary 
elementary  schools  will  be  admitted  to  our  Occupation 
Centre  if  suitable. 

Reports  will  be  rendered  as  stated  in  my  letter  of 
20/11/26  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Education  Committee. 

M.  E.  Mackenzie-Grieve. 

February  14th,  1927. 

SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  FOR  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

There  are  none  in  the  area.  15  children  are  main- 
tained by  the  Education  Committee  in  the  following 
special  schools  ; — 

I Totally  Blind  at  Royal  Normal  College,  Upper  Nor- 
wood. 

3 Partially  Blind  at  Hants,  and  Isle  of  Wight  School 
for  the  Blind,  Southsea. 

3 Deaf  and  Dumb  at  Royal  Deaf  and  Dumb  School, 
Margate. 

, 2 Epileptics  at  Lingfield,  Surrey. 

I Mental  Defective  at  All  Souls’  Special  School  for 
Mentally  Defective  Children,  Hillingdon,  Middle- 
sex. 

I Mental  Defective  at  Beacon  Residential  School  for 
Mentally  Defective  Children,  Lichfield. 

I Mental  Defective  at  Besford  Court,  Worcestershire. 

1 Delicate  at  Clevedon  Residential  School  for 

Physically  Defective  Children,  Broadstairs. 

2 Cripples  at  Heritage  Craft  School,  Chailey,  Sussex. 

18.  NURSERY  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  none  in  the  Borough. 

1 9.  THE  BOYS^  & GIRLS^  SECONDARY  SCHOOI.S 

are  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council. 
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20.  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  none  in  the  Borough. 


21.  EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG 
PERSONS. 

(1)  Under  the  local  bye-laws  a child  may  be  licensed 
for  employment  without  a medical  certificate. 

(2)  Leaving  cards  were  forwarded  to  the  Medway 
Juvenile  Employment  Committee:  when  requested  details 
of  the  result  of  school  medical  inspection  were  inserted. 
The  Committee  is  under  the  aegis  of  the  Medwiay  Educa- 
tion Board  and  its  area  includes  Rochester,  Chatham 
and  Gillingham. 


EXCLUSION  AND  RETURN  TO  SCHOOL  CERTIFICATES 
ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


1926 

1925 

1924 

Uncleanliness  of  Head  and  Body  ... 

464 

828 

555 

Whooping  Cough — Cases,  29;  Con- 

tacts, 5 

34 

179 

53 

Chicken  Pox — Cases,  324;  Contacts, 

113  

437 

355 

142 

Mumps — Cases  641,  Contact,  i 

642 

44 

12 

Measles — Cases,  693;  Contacts,  212 

905 

250 

494 

Scarlet  Fever — Cases,  65  ; Contacts,  67 

132 

73 

134 

Diphtheria — Cases,  71;  Contacts,  109 

180 

18 

33 

Impetigo  

186 

109 

I IQ 

Scabies  

12 

3 

15 

Eczema  

4 

24 

7 

Ringworm  

65 

135 

81 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

103 

147 

131 

Catarrh,  Sore  Throats,  Colds,  etc.  ... 

85 

43 

65 

Defective  Vision,  Sore  Eyes,  etc.  ... 

59 

37 

24 

Tubercular  and  Pre-Tubercular 

3; 

31 

34 

Anaemia,  Debility,  etc 

39 

26 

25 

Enlarged  Glands  

39 

5 

19 

Epilepsy  

2 

5 

18 

Chorea  

29 

17 

II 

Ear  Disease  

18 

6 

24 

Heart  Disease  

I 

4 

Other  Conditions  

208 

131 

137 

Return  to  School  Certificates  

1907 

1580 

1254 

Total  ... 

558; 

4047 

3382 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


Statistical  Tables. 
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APPENDIX. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 
Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections 
Entrants 

Intermediates  

Leavers  

Total  

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  

Number  of  Re-Inspections 


Total  ... 


1074 

513 

720 

2307 


1249 

920 

2169 
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TABLE  II.  A.-RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL 
INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1926 


Routine 

Special 

Inspections. 

Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

c 

i § -g 

"S 

3 0 . 

Defect  or  Disease. 

<0 

a 

&II 

03 

a 

c3 

.2.^1 

i 

3g| 

03 

;-l 

H 

.sg'l 

5 '-iP  H 

'QD 

.s 

■p 

•S 

•a  "3 

t)0 

a 

•c 

•3 

a 

Pi 

cr' 

03 

cr'  s-i  03 

A ® ^ 

cri 

0^ 

P3  Tl 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Malnutrition  

15 

18 

— 

_ 

Uncleanliness  

138 

— 

79 

— 

f Ringworm/ “P  ;;;  ;;; 

— 

— 

11 

14 

— 

Skin  ^ 

Scabies  

— 

. — 

7 

— 

Impetigo  

^ Other  Diseases  (non-Tuber- 

6 

— 

45 

— 

cular)  

7 

— 

83 

— 

" Blepharitis  

3 

— 

11 

— 

Conjunctivitis 

1 

— 

38 

— 

Keratitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eye  j 

Corneal  Opacities  

1 Defective  Vision  (excluding 

— 

48 

1 

— 

Squint)  

100 

31 

1 

1 Squint 

10 

1 

5 

— 

L Other  Conditions  

3 

— 

5 

— 

1 

f Defective  Hearing  

6 

1 

2 

— 

Ear 

, Otitis  Media 

12 

1 

21 

— 

1 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

5 

— 

10 

— 

r Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

47 

85 

48 

3 

IM  UoC  I 

and  ] 
Throat  | 

1 Adenoids  only  

16 

5 

13 

2 

1 Enlarged  Tonsils  and  A denoids 

16 

5 

42 

— 

1 Other  Conditions  

12 

1 

35 

— 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (non-Tuber- 

cular)  

3 

19 

18 

— 

Defective  Speech  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Teeth  - 

-Dental Diseases...  ' 

93 

— 

40 

— 

Heart  ; 

^ Heart  Disease  : — 

and  J 

1 Organic  

2 

15 

2 

2 

Circu-1 

1 Functional 

1 

3 



lation  ' 

1 Anaemia  

50 

5 

19 

— 

f Bronchitis  

15 

6 

13 

_ 

Lungs  ^ 

Other  non-Tubercular 

t Diseases  

4 

1 

2 

— 

30 


TABLE  II.  A.  (Contd.)— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical 
Inspection  in  the  year  ended  31st  December. 


Routine 

Inspections. 

Special 

Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

Requiring  Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be  kept  un- 

w der  observation,  but  not 

requiring  Treatment. 

Requiring  Ti  eatment. 

Requiring  to  be  kept  un- 

u'  der  observation,  but  not 

requiring  Ti eatment. 

2 

4 

10 

1 

5 

— 

11 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1 

— 

1 

— 

X 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 1 

6 

1 

— 

15 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 







1 

— 

6 

— 

4 

2 

6 

1 

29 

1 

89 

— 

Defect  or  Disease. 


1 


Pulmonary : — 

Definite 
Suspected  . . . 
Non-pulmonary : — 
Tuber-  Glands 

culosis  I Spine 

Hip 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 

Skin  

Other  Forms  . . . 

Ner-  f Epilepsy 
vous  <(  Chorea 
System  Other  Conditions 

Dpfnr  Rickets 

““-I 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 


TABLE  II.  B. — Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at 
Routine  Medical  Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding: 
Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases). 


Group. 

1 

No.  of  ( 

Inspected. 

2 

Children 

Found  to  require 
Treatment. 

3 

Percentage  of  Chil- 
dren found  to 
require  Treatment. 
4 

Code  Groups — Entrants 

1074 

150 

14 

Int’m’tes 

513 

94 

18 

Leavers 

720 

113 

16 

Total  (Code  Groups)... 

2307 

357 

16 

Other  Routine  Insp’ns 

— 

— 

— 

31 


TABLE  HI.— RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN 
IN  THE  AREA. 


Attending  Certified  Schools 
or  Classes  for  the  Blind  ... 

Boys. 

Girls- 

Total 

1.  Suitable  for 

1 

1 

training  in  a 
School  or  Class 

Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools  

for  the  totally 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 



Blind 

(including 

blind. 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Suitable  for 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

partially 

blind). 

or  Classes  for  the  Blind .... 

3 

— 

3 

training  in  a 
School  or  Class 
for  the  partial- 
ly blind. 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

I 

1 

2 

1.  Suitable  for 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

training  in  a 

or  Classes  for  the  Deaf  . . . 

3 

— 

3 

School  or  Class 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Deaf 

for  the  totally 

Schools  

— 

— 

— 

deaf  or  deaf 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

(including 
deaf  and 

and  dumb. 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

dumb  and 
partially 

2.  Suitable  for 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
or  Classes  for  the  Deaf  ... 

deaf). 

training  in  a 
School  or  Class 
for  the  partial- 
ly deaf. 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  

At  other  Institutions 

— 

1 

1 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

Feeble-minded 
(cases  not  noti- 
fiable to  the 
Local  Control 
Authority). 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Mentally  Defective  Children 

2 

1 

3 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  

At  other  Institutions 

11 

23 

2 

34* 

2 

Mentally 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

3 

2 

5 

Defective. 

Notified  to  the 
Local  Control 
Authority  dur- 

Feeble-minded  

Imbeciles  

Idiots  

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

ing  the  year. 

Attending  Certified  Special 

Schools  for  Epileptics 

1 

1 

2 

Suffering  from 

In  Institutions  other  than 

severe  epilepsy. 

Certified  Special  Schools... 
Attending  Public  Elementary 

— 

— 

— 

Epileptics. 

Schools  

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Suffering  from 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

i 

epilepsy  which 

Schools  

4 

7 

11 

is  not  severe. 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

There  are  in  addition,  1 boy  and  2 girls  classified  as  “ Borderline  Cases.” 
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TABLE  III.  (Contd.)— Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children 
in  the  Area. 


At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Infectious  pul- 

Schools  approved  by  the 

monary  and 

Ministry  of  Health  or  the 

glandular 

Board  



tuberculosis. 

At  other  Institutions 







At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

1 

I 

2 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium 

Schools  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  or  the 

Non-inf  ectious 

Board  





but  active  pul- 

At  Certified  Residential  Open 

monary  and 

Air  Schools  







glandular 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air 

tuberculosis. 

Schools 





— 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

4 

7 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

1 

1 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . . 

2 

3 

5 

Delicate  chil- 

At Certified  Residential  Open 

dren  {e.g.,  pre 
or  latent 

Air  Schools  



I 

1 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air 

Physically 

tuberculosis, 

Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Defective. 

malnutrition, 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

80 

50 

130 

debility, 

At  other  Institutions 

2 

— 

2 

anaemia,  etc.) 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . . 

3 

3 

6 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital 

Schools  approved  by  the 

Active  non- 

Ministry  of  Health  or  the 

pulmonary 

Board  

— 

— 

— 

tuberculosis. 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

1 

2 

At  other  Institutions 

- 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Crippled  chil- 
dren (other 

than  those  with 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 

active  tuber- 

At Certified  Residential  Cripple 

culous  disease. 

Schools 



2 

2 

e.g.,  children 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple 

suffering  from 

Schools 

— . 

— 

— 

paralysis,  etc., 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

24 

16 

40  i 

and  including 

At  other  Institutions 

1 

— 

1 i 

those  with 
severe  heart 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

5 

11 

16  ; 

disease. 
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TABLE  1V> — Return  of  Defects  treated  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1926. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

Group  I.— MINOR  AILMENTS. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under  treatment 
during  the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Skin : — 

Ringworm,  Scalp 

11 

— 

11 

Ringworm,  Body 

12 

2 

14 

Scabies  ... 

6 

1 

7 

Impetigo... 

102 

20 

122 

Other  Skin  Disease 

25 

19 

44 

Minor  Eye  Defects : — 

46 

22 

68 

(External  and  other) 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

33 

19 

52 

Miscellaneous 

69 

22 

91 

Total 

304 

105 

409 

34 

TABLE  IV. 


Group  II— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (Excluding  Minor 
Eye  Defects). 


No.  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

Defect 

or 

Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 

Scheme. 

Submitted  to  refraction 

by  private  practitioner 

or  at  Hospital  apart 

from  the  Authority’s 

Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint) ... 

119 

52 

171 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
of  the  Eyes 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Total 

121 

54 

— 

175 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  99. 

(b)  Otherwise  52. 


Total  number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  Spectacles  : — 
(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  105. 

(b;  Otherwise  46. 


Group  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner  or 
Hospital  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Total. 

other  forms 

of 

treatment. 

Total  number 

treated. 

84 

31 

115 

61 

176 
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Group  IV. — Dental  Defects. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : — 

Aged — 

* ^ 


Routine  Age  Groups. 


Periodical  Examinations 
Specials  


r 5 

...  19 

1 6 

...  872 

7 

...  759 

1 8 

...  715 

\ 9 

— 

! 10 

...  — 

11 

...  — 

12 

...  — 

13 

— 

14 

— 

Total 


Grand  Total 


2,365 


1195 

302 


3,862 


(b)  Found  to  require  treatment  937 

(c)  Actually  treated  748 

(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  result 

of  periodical  examination  470 


(2) 

Half-days  devoted  toj^ent:..  lu} 

Total 

121 

(3) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

... 

2,138 

(4) 

Fillings 

/ Permanent  Teeth  372  1 
\ Temporary  Teeth  — / 

Total 

372 

(5) 

Extractions  ... 

/ Permanent  Teeth  146  \ 
\ Temporary  Teeth  1050  / 

Total 

1,196 

(6) 

Administrations 

of  general  anaesthetics 

for 

extractions 

... 

337 

(7) 

Other  Operations 

/ Permanent  Teeth  67  \ 
{ Temporary  Teeth  — / 

Total 

67 

Group.  V.— Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

I. — Average  number  of  visits  per  School  department 

made  during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  ...  6 

II. — Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

Schools  by  School  Nurses  20,575 

III.  — Number  of  individual  children  found  Unclean  ...  1,186 

IV.  — Number  of  children  Cleansed  under  arrangements 

made  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  ...  — 

V.  — Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings 

were  taken : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws  ...  1 


